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"Ring the Bells
to remind the World that
Werey is the Spirit of Christmas”

As the lights of the Christmas tree in Bethlehem, the Capital of
Christmas, are switched on,
the Bells of the Palestinian churches will peal forth as they
remind the world that Mercy is the spirit of Christmas.

Bethlehem invites the churches of the world to join us in ringing
their bells to coincide with those of Bethlehem as we pray that
genuine Peace may prevail
On Saturday, December 3™, 2016 at 19.45 (GMT2+)

Note:

Participating Churches may provide the following information no later
than Thursday, December 1st, 2016 to (Nizar@bethlehem-city.org):

1. Full Name and address of the Church

2. High resolution photo of your church from outside

3. Mobile number to receive a message with the moment of ringing

1
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Day Date
Sunday
8/1/2017
Monday
9/1/2017

Wednesday
18/1/2017

Time
14:00

18:00

11:00

Event

The Orthodox Christmas
Festival

The Russian Center Dance
Troupe - The International
Christmas Festival

The Reception of his Beatitude
the Armenian Patriarch

Location

Russian Center

Dar Annadwa
International
Center

Manger Square




Day Date Time Event Location

Tuesday 17:30 Christmas Event - Organized Marie Doty Park
27/12/2016 by Marie Doty Park, Includes
a Christmas Play “Santaclore”
and Gifts - Presented by Diyar
Dance Theatre.

Wednesday 16:30 A Celebration of the New Year Russian Center
28/12/2016
Thursday 18:30 A Musical Concert - Presented Dar Annadwa
29/12/2016 by the Bible College in Inte(;gﬁg;nal
Collaboration with the American
Choir
Friday 18:00 A Musical Orchestra - 140 Dar Anngdwa
30/12/2016 European Musicians Im‘ggﬁ:'eor”al
Thursday 11:30 Reception of the Custodian of the =~ Manger Square
5/1/2017 Holy Land Fr. Francesco Patton
Friday 8:30 Reception of the Syrian Manger Square
6/1/2017 Orthodox BiShOp

9:30 Reception of the Coptic Bishop Manger Square

10:00 The Epiphany Mass Saint Catherine
Church

Reception of his Beatitude the
Greek Orthodox Patriarch

11:00 Manger Square

14:45 Reception of the Ethiopian Manger Square
Bishop

Christmas Eve - Choirs and
18:00 Christmas Carols - Organized Manger Square
by Bethlehem Muncipality

23:30  The Greek Orthodox Christmas Church of the
Mass Nat|V|ty




Day Date
Thursday
22/12/2016

Saturday
24/12/2016

Saturday
24/12/2016

Sunday
25/12/2016

Time
17:00

17:00

10:00

13:00

17:00

18:00

23:00

23:45

10:00

10:30

Event

Musical Classic Concert -
Organized by the Edward Said
National Conservatory of Music

Christmas Activities

Christmas Carols - Organized
by Bethlehem Municipality

Reception of his Beatitude the
Latin Apostolic Administrator Fr.
Pierbattista Pizzaballa

Christmas Mass

Christmas Eve - Choirs and
Christmas Carols Include a
Performance for the Choir
of “Cima Tosa” from Trento,
Italy - Organized by Bethlehem
Municipality

The Inauguration of a Life-
Size Nativity Scene Carved
by Master Craftsmen from the
Val Di Fiemme in St Peter’s
Square in Rome at Christmas,
on the request of the Holy See
and with the Collaboration
of the “Amici del Presepio”
Association in Tesero.

The Latin Patriarch High Mass
Midnight Mass

The Christmas Mass

The Christmas Mass

Location

Edward Said
National
Conservatory

Bait Al-Raja
Association

Manger Square

Manger Square

The Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Manger Square

Saint Catherine
Church

Saint Catherine
Church

Saint Catherine
Church

The Evangelical
Lutheran Church




Day Date
Thursday
8/12/2016

Friday
9/2/2016

Tuesday
13/12/2016

Wednesday
14/12/2016

Thursday
15/12/2016

Friday — Sunday
16-18/12/2016

Friday
16/12/2016

Time
17:00

17:00

18:00

18:00

18:00

18:00

16:00

15:00-
21:00

18:00

Event

Christmas Parade - Organized
by Media Plus

A Musical Poetry Concert on
the Occasion of the Birth of the
Composer Sergei Prokofiev

A Musical Concert by Aisha’s
Team from America and
Bethlehem Academy Choir
Organized by Bethlehem
Academy of Music

Concert for “ Anat Band “
Organized by the Edward Said
National Conservatory of Music

Concert for the Young
Musicians European Orchestra
conducted by Maestro Paolo
Olmi and in cooperation with
Bethlehem Municipality

Slovak Tecknik Choir
Organized by the Edward Said
National Conservatory of Music

An Exhibition for the Palestinian
Artist Adnan Al-Zbedi

Santa’s Village organized by
Media Plus in cooperation with
Bethlehem Municipality

Brass Band Show - Organized
by the Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music

Location

Manger Street

Russian Center

Bethlehem Peace

Center

The Elderly Club

Health Work
Committees

Bethlehem Peace

Center

Bethlehem Peace

Center

Russian Center

Manger Square

Edward Said
National

Conservatory Hall




Program

Day Date Time Event Location
Saturday 11:30 Reception of the Custodian of the Manger Square
26/11/2016 Holy Land Fr. Francesco Patton
Sunday 11:30  The 16th Annual Christmas Market =~ Manger Square
27/11/2016 by Bethlehem Peace Center
Thursday 10:00 Exhibit Entitled “ Cribs from all ~ Bethlehem Peace
1/12/2016 Over the World* Center

10:00 Exhibit Entitled “Events in the Bethlehem Peace

Life of Jesus Christ” Center
Friday 18:00 A Concert for the Arab Idol Convention
2/12/2016 Mohammad Assaf, and Arab Palace

Music Band - Led by the
Maestro Yaoub Alatrash and
Tamer Al-Sahouri with his
Special Music - Organized
by the Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music

Saturday 18:00 Christmas Tree Lighting Manger Square
3/12/2016 Celebration - Organized by
Bethlehem Municipality
Concert for “ Lahn Group” Caritas Hospital
18:00 Organized by The Edward Said Hall
National Conservatory of Music
Sunday 17:30 The Opening of the Christmas Dar Annadwa
4/12/2016 Play “Santaclore” - Organized International
by Diyar Dance Theatre in Center

Partnership with the Palestinian
Bible Society




King David’s Wells

King David’s Wells are three water cisterns located within the
grounds of the Catholic Action Center, just a few minutes walk
from the Church of the Nativity. The wells, which are still in use,
are related to the place where David’s soldiers broke through
the Philistine lines in order to fetch him drinking water. When
they returned to the Cave of Adullam, where the king and his
followers were hiding, the king declined to drink from the water
which his soldiers risked their lives to retrieve. In 1895, remains
of amosaic from a Byzantine church and an underground monks’
cemetery were discovered just beyond the cisterns.




Qaus Al-Zarrara

Qaus Al-Zarrara (Zarrara Arch) is located on Star Street, just
before the sharp turn left that leads to Manger Square.

It is assumed that Qaus Al-Zarrara used to be one of the main
gates of Bethlehem’s old city center, as it is shown on many
ancient lithographs (dating from the 16th - 17th centuries). Old
paintings call it the Damascus Gate.

Al-Zarrara means a spot where someone is trapped or more
precisely - cornered. One legend says that the arch was a place
where local rebels who fought against the Ottoman Army
cornered the soldiers. Another version of this story says that it
was an internal fight between different family clans. Yet another
story says that they were angry wasps sent by the Virgin Mary
that cornered people who wanted to loot the Church of the
Nativity.
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The arch’s architecture is rather complex. It consists of two
cross vaults whose height permitted a camel with a load to pass

under. Above the arch is a two-storey residential building with
two windows overlooking the street.




Star Street

Star Street begins at the site of King David’s Wells and leads
through the historic quarters of Bethlehem and under the Qaus
Al-Zarrara (Zarrara Arch, also called the Damascus Gate),
to merge at Al-Manara Square with Pope Paul VI Street and
continue towards Manger Square and the Church of the Nativity.

The path is believed to be the route which Joseph and Mary
took to approach the Grotto of the Nativity. The same journey
is repeated every year during the Christmas festivities. On
December 24th, January 6th, and January 18th, patriarchs of
various Christian denominations, preceded by scout troupes and
officials, follow the street towards the Church of the Nativity to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem.

On June 29, 2012, together with the Church of the Nativity, Star
Street was inscribed on the UNESCO List as a World Heritage
Site under the name “Birthplace of Jesus, Church of the Nativity
and the Pilgrimage Route.”




Al Bad Museum

The Al Bad Museum for Olive Oil Production, also known as
the Badd Giacaman Museum is located in the heart of the Old
City of Bethlehem in a traditional building that dates back to the
18th—19th century.

st

The Museum is a project of the Palestinian Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquities. It was renovated by the Department
of Antiquities, in coordination with the UNDP and the Greek
Orthodox Society between 1998 and 2000. In 2014, the building
was restored again with help of the French Consulate of
Jerusalem.

The Museum houses a collection of ethnographic and
archaeological artifacts depicting the process of olive oil
production. The exhibits demonstrate the use of olive oil for
lamps, medicine, food, soap, and cosmetics, among many other
things.
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Chapel of the Milk Grotto

The Milk Grotto is said to be the place where the Holy Family
found their refuge during the Massacre of the Innocents, before
they could flee into Egypt.

The Grotto’s name comes from the belief that a drop of the
Virgin Mary’s milk fell down onto the floor of the cave and
changed its color to milky-white. For ages, childless woman of
many religions have visited the Milk Grotto in order to ask for
the gift of offspring. They usually take with them a piece of the
Grotto’s white rock that is believed to have magical power.

A Byzantine Church was built over the Grotto in the Sth century.
Remnants of a colorful mosaic floor from that time can be seen
in the courtyard of the present chapel, which was constructed
around the Grotto by the Franciscan Brothers in 1872. The flat
sculpture decorating the Chapel’s facade since 1935 is a fine
example of local craftsmanship.




Mosque of Omar

The Mosque of Omar, located at the corner of Paul VI Street
and Manger Square, was built in 1860 in honor of Caliph Omar
Ibn Al-Khattab, who in the 7th century conquered the Byzantine
Empire. The Caliph prayed in the southern aisle of the Basilica
of the Nativity, however, in the Pact of Omar, he decreed that
the Basilica would remain a Christian place of worship. The
document stipulated that Muslims would be allowed to pray
there only individually and prohibited the call to prayer (al-
Adhan) from being made from the church walls.

The Mosque was originally a small and modest building; however,
in 1953 the Jordanian government sponsored renovations. Again
in 2004, the Emirati Association reconstructed the Mosque after
it was damaged during the Second Intifada (2000 - 2005).




Manger Square

Manger Square, located in the center of Bethlehem, is known
as an important city square. It takes its name from the “manger”
where Jesus was laid after his birth, according to Christian belief.

The Church of the Nativity, Mosque of Omar, Peace Center,
and multiple souvenir shops are located around the Square.
On the right side of the Mosque of Omar, lies the Bethlehem
Municipality that was established in 1872.

During the Ottoman period, the Square acted as a market where
the people gathered to sell their fruits, vegetables, and livestock.
In 1929, the old market was relocated to its present location in
the middle of the Old City. Between 1998 and 2000, the Square
was renovated.

Currently, Manger Square is considered an important cultural
and social spot. Different events, exhibitions, concerts, and
gatherings are organized there.




Church of the Nativity

The Church of the Nativity is one of the oldest working churches
in existence today. The first Church was built by the Roman
Emperor Constantine in the 4th century AD, over the grotto
where Mary gave birth to Jesus. Constantine and his mother,
Helena, built a magnificent and majestic church adorned with
beautiful marble and mosaics.

Later, during the 6th century, the Byzantine emperor Justinian
built a new and even more intricate church on the same spot.
During the Persian invasion in the 7th century, the church was
spared destruction. By the 11th century, the Crusaders raised
their flag above the Basilica of the Nativity and renovated it.

The main entrance to the Church of the Nativity was gradually
made lower and narrower in order to protect it from invaders.
Two sets of stairs lead down to the Grotto of the Nativity where a
fourteen point silver star marks the exact spot of Jesus’ birth. An
inscription on the star states: Hic de Virgin Maria Jesus Christus
Natus Est — meaning “Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin
Mary.” The actual guardianship of the Church is shared by three
Christian denominations: Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic,
and Armenian.




The Story of the Nativity
Luke 2

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one
into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in
a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying
in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child.

And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by
the shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.




for the decision of the partition of Palestine, 30 years for the
first Palestinian Intifada, and 10 years for the Palestinian internal
division. Yes, it is time for the world to stand together in unity
to end the suffering of our Palestinian people, whose identity
resides in the sustainability of their existence as people and land.

Yes, it is from Bethlehem that we send a message of life in
Christmas and throughout the year to all innocents suffering
all over the world. We pray to our baby lord Jesus for peace
would prevail in the year 2017 with courageous decisions and
acts to achieve peace. We hope families would reunite on their
land after having experienced the bitter refuge far from their
homeland. We as Palestinians feel their misery as more than
6 million Palestinian refugees are still scattered in the world,
dreaming to return home. In addition to the compulsorily
deportees and prisoners in the Israeli prisons longing for their
liberty and freedom.

It all began in Bethlehem, where the crib designates mercy and
life. From that humble cradle God’s mercy emerged to humanity
to give hope and serenity to those who need it, so that Mercy
would indeed be the true meaning of Christmas.

Palestine is our homeland, Bethlehem is our town. Bethlehem
is a house that lives hope, engulfed with the spirit of resilience
and love, and prays for our homeland, its people, and the entire
humanity.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Ms. Vera Baboun
Mayor of Bethlehem




Christmas Message

We were created with God’s mercy for the goodness of creation.
We dedicate our lives to the mercy of the almighty that delivers
tranquility, peace and justice; the mercy that is manifested in the
birth of the Infant Jesus. Our Christmas theme for this year is
“Mercy is the Spirit of Christmas”.

Today we live in a world that desperately needs mercy that
as indicated by his holiness Pope Francis “is the force that
reawakens us to new life and instils in us the courage to look to
the future with hope”. Today we must live a life designated with
peace where there is no place for wars and conflicts, and which
starts when we think about others.

“Think of Others” by Mahmoud Darwish reflects the basic
idea of genuine mercy, where Darwish continues even “As you
conduct your wars — think of others. Don’t forget those who
want peace”. Let us think of the children who are the victims of
war, families who are being detached and displaced from their
origins, and countries that are being stratified. Here resides the
cruelty of war because of which humanity falls to destruction and
lose the meaning of mercy in our lives. Let us think of others,
let us engulf them with love, and fill their hearts with hope. Let
us be as Saint Francis said “an instrument of peace” that shares
love, forgiveness, unity, and joy. Then and only then we live the
spirit of Christmas.

In Palestine, the land of divinity, where our grandfathers
longley lived, we continue to build our country with strength,
determination and constancy to have a new life with a better
future for our forthcoming generations; a homeland free of
occupation, strangulation and walling. Let 2017 witness the end
of occupation in Palestine, for what this year enfolds of unique
symbolism recalling 100 years of Belfour declaration, 70 years
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