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Armenian Christmas
Pudding

“Anoush Abour”

It's a traditional Armenian
dessert and is a must on table
on Christmas and New Year’s
Eves. It is cooked with wheat
like Bourbara, but with slight
difference of adding some
special spices. The Armenian
community likes preparing
Anoush  Abour,  because
it reminds them of their
Armenian Christmas tradition.
Made especially for Christmas
or New Year, some traditions
from northern and mid parts
of Armenia say you should
eat it in the morning of New
Year's Day to give you lots of
luck and happiness. Wheat symbolize prosperity, and the sweet
and aromatic flavors are symbols of happiness and wonderful
life through the year. This sweet wheat pudding is slowly cooked
with dried fruits and garnished with cinnamon, almonds and
walnuts. Adding some pomegranate seeds make it so delicious!
It is a must to share with dear family and friends.

Ingredients: For garnish
+ 41/2 cups whole grain wheat - 4 cups (900gr.)
+ 4-1/2 cups sugar chopped walnuts

+ 800gr. Seedless golden dried raisins  + 2 cups (300gr.) silvered
+ 400gr. Seedless sultana raisins blanched almonds

+ 800gr. chopped dried Apricots + 1 tablespoon cinnamon
+ 8 tablespoons rose water powder

Steps:

- Wash the whole grain wheat, few times and strain.

- In large pot add 17 cups water, bring to boil turn off the heat.
Add washed strained wheat, soak overnight.

Next day

- In the same pot, add sugar, raisins, chopped apricots mix with
wooden spoon.

- Cook on high heat with constant stirring until the water is
warm, about 5 minutes, then lower the heat, and continue
cooking uncovered over very low heat, for 1-1/2 hours stirring
with wooden spoon once a while, make sure not to burn them
until all water is absorbed.

- Add rose water, mix and continue cooking 2-3 minutes, take
out of heat.

- Divide cooked barley into bowls, decorate first cinnamon then
walnuts and almonds, and don't forget the Pomegranate seeds
to make it Yammy.

- Serve warm or cold. Fm]}b wfunpduly
Bari Akhorzhak



BETHLEHEM MANSAF
“Mansaf Talahmeh”
Chef Agustin Shomali

Unique  recipes stemmed
from the Bethlehemite cultural
heritage have been inherited
from one generation to another.
Old ladies of Bethlehem have
always boasted about making
“Mansaf Talahmeh” with an
explosion of flavors from locall
and organic ingredients.
. This meal used to be cooked
in big and special events,
;T served on a big plate bringing
1 the whole family around.
Which made it a living symbol
for family unity and togetherness. Nowadays it is not commonly
cooked as before, but it is our duty to preserve it and make sure of
transferring it to future generations.

INGREDIENTS: - Salt And Pepper to taste
« 1kg. Lamb Chunks (150-200 GramsEach) « 1LT. Lamb Stock (The

2 kg. Eggplants chopped Lamb Meat, Onions,

2 Garlic Cloves (Minced) Cinnamon Stick, Water)

3 TBS. Light Ol + White Rice Pilaf
1kg. squeezed fresh tomatoes - Dry Pita Bread
3 TBS. Tomato Paste

Steps:

- In alarge pot add water to lamb chunks, bring to the boil and
skim off the copious white scum, then throw in salt and spices to
make the stock. Bring to a low simmer and cook until the meat feels
tender when poked with a fork.

- In another pot sauté the eggplant cubes with the garlic and oil,
flipping the eggplant without using a spoon, then add salt and
pepper to taste. After the eggplant is a little tender, add the freshly
squeezed tomato, tomato paste and the lamb stock with the meat
chunks. Bring to boil then leave to simmer for 20 minutes or until it's
a bit thicker, then make your seasoning.

- Assemble the plate by putting shredded pita bread, soaking it
with tomato sauce from your pot, then add a layer of white rice on
top of the socked bread layer, and arrange the eggplant and meat
on top of the rice layer. Finally sprinkle it with a bit of parsley and

toasted almonds. Sahtain



took water from the well, and
gave it to king David, but then
he did not drink it, but poured
it to the Lord, and said “Lord |
shall not drink from it, this is the
blood of the men who risked
their lives.”

The Church of the Nativity

It is considered one of the
most important and oldest
churches in the world for it is
the birthplace of Jesus Christ,
estimated to be around 1,700
years old. It is the first church
built by St. Helena, mother
of the Emperor Constantine,
in 327 ad, above the grotto
where Jesus was born, and its
construction finished in 339 ad.
In 540 ad, Emperor Justinianus
rebuilt and restored the basilica
after it had been burned by
the Samaritans in 529, and he
erected 3 altars in the form of
a cross, in addition to erecting
three doors in the facade of the

church.
When the Persians invaded
Palestine in 614 ad, they

preserved the church and
kept it intact because they
saw a mosaic in the facade
of the church, depicting the
Three Magi wearing the garb
of Persian priests, and kneeling
to the Divine Child. So they

refused to destroy the church
in respect for their forefathers.
In 2012, Church of the Nativity;
the birthplace of Jesus Christ
along with the Star Street
(Pilgrimage route) was listed
on the UNESCO World Heritage
sites list.

The Grotto of the Nativity

[t has two entrances that
were during the reign of
Emperor Justinian, one from
the southern side and is used
for descending, and another
on the northern side used for
ascending, and for each there
is an arch and two columns of
white marble from the time of
the Crusaders. The length of
the grotto is 12.3m and its width
is 315m. In the grotto, there is a
Greek Orthodox altera under
which there is a marble slab
centered by a Silver Star, fixed
by the Franciscan fathers since
1717, and engraved on it in Latin
“here Christ was born from
the Virgin Mary”. Additionally,

the Star contains 14 rays
representing 14 generations
from which  Christ has
descended.



passing through the traditional
buildings of Bethlehem and
the gate of Bethlehem known
as the Qos al Zararah or
Damascus gate. It is located
on the eastern side of the road
leading from Jerusalem to
the Church of the Nativity. The
naming of the street comes
after the story of the Magis’ who
took this path, following the
star leading to Bethlehem, to
present their gifts to the infant
of the Nativity. It is also known
as Haret al-Taragjmeh named
after the families that inhabited
the street who worked in
translation for pilgrims and the
Franciscan fathers.

According to the Christion
tradition, the Holy Family
entered from this road to
the city of Bethlehem, where
Jesus was born in the Grotto
of the Nativity, and upon this
tradition, every year on the
Christmas eve, the Patriarchs
of the churches come from
the city of Jerusalem, passing
through the Star street towards
the Church of the Nativity, to
celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ in Bethlehem.

This street is characterized
by its ancient architecture
dating back to the 19th and
20th centuries. In addition
to the street's socio-cultural
context that is reflected in
the architectural style of the
ancient quarters and houses
system such as Hosh Miguel,
Hosh Al Dabdoub, Hosh
Deik, Hosh Nassar, Hosh Abu
Jarour, Hosh Al Syrian Hosh-

Abu Jarour, Hosh Al-Syrian
(Al Hreizat quarter) where the
oldest inscription of Bethlehem
was discovered which returns
to the year 1739 ad, Dar Al
Sabbagh and others.

As for Qos (Arch) Al-Zararah
in Star street, it was named
after an inherited tale about
Thahir Baybars who ordered
his men to go to the Church
of the Nativity to take away
the churches treasures, and
once his soldiers entered
the church a huge number
of wasps attacked them
and stung them, so they fled
outside the church, followed
by the wasps flocks until the
entrance of the city, where they
were encircled in the arch area
that accordingly was name Al
Zararah. And after the wasps
surrounded the soldiers and
increased stinging them, they
reached to location that was
named after this incident to
be “Ras fteis” because of the
many soldiers who died there.
In addition to that, it is located
inside the Catholic Action
currently the archaeological
and tourist attraction of King
David's wells. The reason
behind the naming of these
wells is that when King David
was in the Adulom grotto,
three fighters visited him
and King David expressed
a desire to obtain drinking
water from Bethlehem’'s well,
which was near the city gate
under Palestinion control, the
three fighters broke into the
Palestinian controlled area and



The Holy Family Route

Esperansa Hanania

Among the various touristic
routes in Bethlehem, Star Street

offers a unique route that
reflects the spiritual, cultural
and historical components of
Bethlehem. The Holy Family
route is the path followed by
Saint Joseph and the Blessed
Virgin - Mary in Bethlehem
starting from King David's
roundabout and finishing at
the Grotto of the Nativity. Along
the route, numerous spiritual,

historical, architectural and
archaeological attractions
unveil the mosaic of
Bethlehem'’s socio-cultural
history.

City of Bethlehem

The earliest reference of
Bethlehem appears in
the Amarna tablets in the
14th century BC during the

lote Bronze Age. The word
“Bethlehem” was derived from
Aramaic and means House
of Bread, or the House of the
Canaanite Goddess of fertility
“Lehem”. And Bethlehem was
first mentioned in the Holy Bible
in Genesis as Ephrath, which
is an Aramaic word meaning
fertile and fruitful. Among the
ancient names of Bethlehem is
the City of David, named after
King David, who was born in it.
The history of Bethlehem was
linked to the history of the
Palestinion Canaanite people
for they have lived in it 2000 BC,
and constituted an important
station and transit ~ for
travelers for its location on the
Patriarchs’ road that extends
from Shechem in the north to
Hebron in the South.

The city of Bethlehem is
located at about 8 km south
of Jerusalem at an altitude of
772 m above sed level. In 1872
Bethlehem was one of the
first cities to establish a local
council with a population of
5,000 inhabitants and the first
mayor was Mikhail Saada.

Star Street

Star Street is the traditional
entrance of Bethlehem. It is
one kilometer long starting

near King Davids wells



by organizing Christmas and
cultural events, especially the
annual  Christmas  market
that is organized by the
Bethlehem  municipality to
enhance the participation of
the local community in selling
handmade and Christmas-
style products. With such
initiatives, we can work together
to advance the wounded
economic redlity and help
those affected by the Corona
pandemic find alternatives,
even if these initiatives are
temporary. Emphasizing that
by joining our efforts, we will be
able to find new alternatives
and creative ways to support
the people of our community
and overcome this crisis safe
and good.

As for the Joint Services Council
for Tourism Development in
the Bethlehnem Governorate
(JSCTD), and out of its belief in
the importance of community
partnership  and  support
for initiatives to encourage
the tourism sector, it has
contributed in supporting the
Christmas celebrations
in Bethlehem, and it has
contributed in supporting a civil
society institution to participate
in the Christmas market and
sell their products. JSCTD has

also observed all initiatives
that have arisen to support
the tourism sector during the
Corona pandemic crisis, and
based on JSCTD's vision, which
containsinits board of directors
seven local authorities in the
Bethlehem Governorate, and
in line with the current situation,
its work has begun to establish
the first public electronic library
open to all segments of society,
building the capacities of the
tour guiding program students
to raise their capabilities to
interact with tourists and
narrate the oral heritage in
an attractive way to tourists
in cooperation with Al-Harah
Theater, Bethlehem University
and Dar Al Kalima College, and
another project to highlight
the Palestinian identity in

the Bethlehem governorate
through the development of
handicrafts in partnership with
Bethlehem municipality and
the municipality of Paris.



Christmas during the pandemic and the
absence of pilgrims in Bethlehem

Tamer Zreineh; Executive director of the Joint Services Council
for Tourism Development

Bethlehem has always been
known as the gate of Palestine
to the world, through which
the tourists get acquainted
with the land and people of
Palestine through the diversity
of the tourism possibilities that
this city offers with its spirituality,
history, culture, authenticity
and nature. Bethlehem today
stands strong and steadfast
as we approach the Christmas
season and end a year in
which the Corona pandemic
has dominated all vital
aspects of our life, creating
deeper difficulties and greater
challenges on the health, social
and economic levels.

Fromm October 2019 until
February 2020, tourism curve
was at its peak, as Bethlehem
received approximately
(726,887) tourists, according
to the statistics of the tourist
police, which was effectively

reflected on the wheel of the
local economy. Suddenly, with
the emergence of the first
case of the Coronavirus in
the Bethlehem Governorate,
the tourism curve fell down,
aoand of course, the tourism
sector began to suffer, which
was reflected in all sectors, as
tourism is the economic engine
of many sectors, directly and
indirectly in Bethlehem.

For the first time in years, the
Church of the Nativity has
closed, which is the number
one attraction for tourists and
pilgrims at the national level,
and all hotels and restaurants
have closedtoo.Followedbythe
closure of many tourist facilities
and their source of income has
stopped, and the loss of a large
number of their employees,
including administrators, tour
guides, salespeople and hotel
employees.

Bethlehem is the first city
aoffected and it is expected
to be the last to recover from
the remnants of this deadly
virus. Tourism is the pulse of
economic life in Bethlehem
and its primary source of
income. The Christmas season
is considered an opportunity to
enhance the local economy,
especially by hosting arrivals
from domestic tourism and



store where the written icons
of its workshop are exhibited
for sale.

The BIC icon store on Star
Street

Star Street was chosen as the
seat of the BIC because of its
historicity and authenticity. It
is considered one of the oldest
streets of Bethlehem, and it is
believedtobetheoneSt.Joseph
and Virgin Mary followed to
enter Bethlehem, where Jesus
was finally born. Also, it is the
heart of the “Tarajmeh quarter”
which is one of the local clans
of Bethlehem, and with whom
the art of mother of Pearl and
olive wood curios was seriously
developed starting in the
14th century, which is now the
artistic pride and commercial
wealth of many Bethlehemites.
Since then, Star Street and the
Tarajmeh quarter up to Manger
Square constitutes the heart of
the artistic life of Bethlehem,
and Christmas is its most
vibrant and symbolic event,
reminding all Bethlehemites of
their illustrious past.

Mother of Pearl art piece
representing the Nativity
designed and realized
by the Bethlehemite
handcrafter, Enrique Jidi



In 2010, after centuries of
absence, the Palestinian
school of Iconography was
resurrected. This came
through  the  “Bethlehem
lcon Centre”, founded in
an old abandoned Hosh of
Star Street, purchased by a
Palestinian Bethlehemite from
France, and entirely renovated
for that purpose by the CCHP
team, in coordination with the
Bethlehem  Municipality.

The BIC is a purely Palestinian
non-profit company
dedicated to that spiritual
and artistic revival in order to
aid the local community to
learn a professional skill linked
to their ancestral heritage,
so they could remain in their
homeland instead of fleeing
the vicissitudes of occupation
through immigration.

The Hosh of the BIC

Today, any pious Christian
desiring to come closer to
God and his spiritual realm
can learn iconography as
long as he or she respects
its philosophy and rules. The
BIC currently hosts about

30  students  (including
children starting at age 12)
studying iconography, but
lately mosaics, pottery, and
painting as well. It is planned
to incorporate mother of
Pearl art techniques as
it was performed by the
Bethlehemites masters of
the past, and this under
the leadership of the last
Palestinion master of the
nacre carving tradition,
Enrique Jidi-Dakkarat from

our Latin American Diaspora.

Young students taking an
iconography course

Overall, we can say that it is
an oasis of peace, love and
spirituality  for individuals
searching to express their full
inner potential. To this end,
the BIC organizes courses
throughout the year, including
during Christmas, for both
local and foreign students,
and it has opened its own



Art of Iconography and its relation to Christmas
Anton Mansour and Mona Khader

Every year, in December, the
entire world turns its attention
to the city of Bethlehem,
which is both the ancestral
and birth place of Jesus
Christ, to celebrate the event
of the holy Nativity.

According to the Christian
tradition, the art of
iconography started in
Palestine during the Roman
era when the Evangelist, St
Luke, painted the Virgin Mary.
Then, during the Byzantine
period, local Palestinion and
Greeks masters, influenced
by Greco-Roman and
Egyptian painters, developed
progressively the rules of
iconography as we know
them today.

The art of iconography was
first developed exclusively by
Christian monks who prayed,
fasted and chanted liturgical
hymns before they were
deemed by their masters
pure enough to “write” an
icon. We say “write” an icon
and not “draw” or “paint” an
icon because iconography

doesn't represent physical
reality but it strives to write the
symbolic story of the spirituall
perception of the sacred
Christian  dogma.

The significance of Christmas
iniconography is that it brings
out to the world the mystery of
Divine Incarnation in a human
being from the most simple
backgrounds; a carpenter
family, and in the most
modest and primitive place;
a grotto. In the Nativity icon,
the star of Bethlehem, the
Holy Family, the Manger, and
the Magi, are usually the main
elements represented as
symbols and reflecting both
the cosmic glory of God and
the earthly fragility of human
life. Later on, the donkey and
sometimes the cow were
represented to represent the
animal realm of nature.

Nativity icon written by
the veteran BIC member,
Rosette



and the locket group, while
Terra Sancta Scout recently
created the pioneers group
that includes individuals over
25 years old and it is the first
scout group in the country to
adopt this division.

Scouts  organize  various
activities and events
throughoutthe year,including:

+ Organizing and
participating in scout
parades

+ Scouting camps

+ Organizing field trips

+ Voluntary works

« Visiting sick and needy
people for to support and
stand by them

+ Multiple activities to build
individuals, develop their
capabilities and skills,
and provide them with
a helping hand in order to
create a generation
capable of building its
society and country

+ Scout also include different
groups to play the
bagpipes, brass
instruments and drums, as
their members are
constantly training on these

instruments.
* R o -
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Since Bethlehem is the capitall
of Christianity, and religious

events are held in it attracting
the eyes of the world,

especially during Christmas,
Terra Sancta Scout Troop-
Manger Eagles organizes
the Scout parade that takes
place on the twenty-fourth
of December of every year
to receive His Beatitude the
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
on the occasion of Christmas,
as well as organizing the
Scout parade to receive the
Custodian of the Holy Land
on the occasion of Saint
Catherine’'s Day and the
beginning of Advent, while
other scout troops organize
Scout parades on the
occasions of their parishes
and institutions as well.

I e |
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Today we live and stand
proud of what the Palestinian
Scout Movement has
achieved, and we all take
confident and steady steps
to complete the process of
building generations, society
and individuals, in order for
this movement to be, as it
always has been, generous
and present the best for its
members and society, and be
the candle that lights the way
towards the better.




Baden-Powell established this
educational movement for
young people andto all, where
its members live according
to the goals, principles, and
method he set himself, with
the aim of building the youth
in all aspects of life and
empower them to serve and
become active members
of the society based on the
principle of “volunteerism” on
which this movement was
founded. Scout movement is
a life that builds and develops.

The Scout
has started
United Kingdom and was
established in 1907. It has later
spread throughout the world,
including Palestine, where the
first scout was established

Movement
from the

in Jerusalem in 1912 and
then in the rest of the cities.
According to the difficult
events that Palestine has
lived through, the Palestinian
Scout Movement has suffered
from the consequences of
the Israeli occupation and
from chasing its members
and the difficult political and
economic circumstances,
but that did not discourage
the Palestiniaon Scouts from
carrying out their duty
towards  the homeland

and society, based on their
patriotic and scouting duty.

In 1945, the Palestinian Arab
Scout Association was
established, and after twenty-
five years, the Palestinian
Scout and Guide Association
was established, and other
scouts groups continued to
be established and grew in
the homeland to embrace
thousands of individuals who
see in the scout movement a
space for capacity building,
and an important space for
service and giving.

Scout movement in the
service of the Bethlehem

community

Bethlehem scouts embrace
in their lair individuals and
leaders who found in the

scout movement a way to
serve their community and
their country, working hard
to build generations of brave
Bethlehemites.

These scouts contains
different  divisions  based
on the age groups of the
members:the Cubs’group, the
flowers group, the beginner
scout group, the advanced
scout group, the guides
group, the rangers group,



We are the scouts:

we cultivate, protect and build
George Carlos Canawati, Terra Sancta Scout Troop Leader

Since its establishment,
eighty-eight years ago, Terra
Sancta Scout troop, like all
the other scouts in Palestineg,
has left an  important
indelible fingerprint from the
memory of the Bethlehem
community, and of the
Palestinian in general, for its
role in service and giving, and
most importantly in building
people, from the womb of
Manger Eagles and the scouts
in Palestine, leaders were born
that we are all proud of.

Young men and women
helped by scouts to develop
themselves and their abilities,

lived the scout promise and
made it a life constitution: to
fulfill their duty towards God
and the homeland.

Therefore, we always strive
to develop individuals
spiritually, from a young age,
and cultivate in them the
belonging to their Church,
to grow up to this belonging,
and they in return help their
Church, and what is left of
the living stones in it, and truly
become the salt that without
it this life and this earth have
no taste.

Belonging to Palestine, the
homeland, the land and the
people, is the other part of
our Scout promise, for we
are fulfilling our duty towards
our wounded homeland
by all available means, by
belonging to it, by building it,
by giving and serving. We are
all soldiers for this country and
its people, and as members
of the Scout Movement, we
follow the footsteps of our
fathers and forefathers to
live in the free and majestic
Palestine.

Youth and Volunteerism

“ think it is better to let the
youth lead the world”, said
the founder of the Scout
Movement, Lord Baden-
Powell. From this standpoint,



the glorious holidays and
participating in them despite
all  circumstances.

But our participation in this
year in all religious, social
activities and festivals, and
in receiving processions of
the Patriarchs and Bishops
of Jerusalem for the various
Christian denominations who
are coming to commemorate
masses of this holy occasion
is a sacred duty but with
more responsible and safe
participation  that  takes
into account the principle
of caution and ensuring
social distancing in order to
maintain our personal and
public health, with the need
for cooperation between all
relevant religious, health and
official authorities to ensure
the revival of ceremonies and
the practice of religious rites
on their specified dates in
security and safety.

Noting that there is a special
importance to strengthen
and encourage the Arab
Palestinian Christian
presence, to preserve the
meaning of Christmas and its
glorious values, to consolidate
the principle of belonging
to the Holy Land, to ensure
not abandoning it, and to
withstand all the challenges
and difficulties that plague
us, so that we will be the
best withesses of the birth of
the miraculous Infant of the
Grotto, to whom be Glory.

On this occasion, | can only
offer to the living stones
of this holy city and to all
Palestinians in the homeland
and in the diaspora, and to
the entire Christian world, the
warmest congratulations and
the highest signs of blessing
for this blissful season, may
this pandemic be gone and
the peace will be upon all over
the world, so that a promise
is fulfilled in the noble verse:
“Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor
rests.” (Luke 2:14).

Merry Christmas and a
blessed New Year.



The message of the
Miraculous Infant of the Grotto
is a message of good tidings,
joy and salvation to everyone
who believes in him without
distinguishing between color,
gender, or race. He said, Glory
be to him “I came to my own,
and my own did not receive
me.” To assure us that he did
not come for righteousness
but to sinners to guide them
to the path of hope and
salvation that did not and
will not pass through tyranny,
pride, hatred, selfishness and
mortal earthly glories, but
through meekness, humility,
love, giving and self-sacrifice.
Yes, my sisters and brothers,
Jesus was born to bring us
peace, a peace made by the
glorious God, the Father of
glory and honor, not made by
rulers and politicians.

As for the human dimension
of this holiday, it has been
a tradition for the period of
Christmas and the New Year
to cover the city of Bethlehem
in its Christmas garment with
a dress engraved with all the
colors of the bright spectrum,
lighting its streets and
decorating it, and lighting the
Christmas tree in preparation
for the festive season and for
receiving visitors, tourists and
pilgrims,embracing them with
the warmth of the occasion,
and Bethlehemites’ hospitality
without discrimination. How
not when it is the city that is
the center of this global event!

It is the nucleus from which
the Christmas the message
of joy, love and peace, and
the good tidings of salvation
spread to reach out to all
parts of the entire world.

And this vyear, this holy
Christmascomesinlightofthe
dangerous Corona pandemic
that has struck the entire
globe, cutting off tourism
and pilgrimage movement,
deteriorating the economic
conditions, and increasing
the unemployment rate with
a great worrying escalation.
In addition to the siege that
was  previously  imposed
by the Israeli occupation
government by constructing
the apartheid wall that
isolated the Bethlehem from
the other Holy Lands and
especially from its twin city
Jerusalem, our eternal capital
and the rock of our faith. And
despite that, Christmas hope
comes promising us: “Do not
be afraid. | bring you good
news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is
the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke
2: 10-11).

It is the good tidings of
salvation that implants hope,
peace and tranquility in the
souls, hoping that hearts
will bloom with it in joy and
happiness, so that happiness
fills our homes, our streets,
and our holy city of Bethlehem
in preparation for receiving



Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.”
Mike Salman

This year, Christmas comes to
us carrying two dimensions, a
spiritual, and a human one.

The spiritual dimension is
summarized in the fact that
Jesus, the glorious divine
child who was born from a
pure and utterly Holy Virgin,
was born in a vile cave and
swaddled in a manger inside
an animal shed as a symbol
of meekness and humility,
“because there was no guest
room available for them”
(Luke 2: 7).

From here we have to realize
the reality of the abstract
love of God for all mankind,
as he created us and we are
the making of his hands, and
because of the greatness of
his love, he decided to end
the rupture with us, which
began with our father Adam
and our mother Eve when
they fell into the original sin

that was seduced by the
devil, and they were expelled
from Heaven. But when the
right time came, God sent us
his Word, who was with him
from eternity, conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit,
“The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.

We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” (John
114). And the wondrous child
lived among us, eliminating
the rupture, and established
reconciliation with God.

With his miraculous birth, the
Divine Child closed an old era
of estrangement, and a new
era began with it. An era of
renewal, joy and peace, an
era of love and reconciliation
with God. The Incarnation
and the Redemption are the
best witnesses to this eternal
constant truth, as the Word,
through his Incarnation and
the miraculous Birth, has
condescended and became
a human to guide us to “the
way, the truth, and the life.” So
we become brothers to him,
partners in the inheritance,
and called the children of
God, and witness the glory of
his Heavenly Father in eternal
life.



happy and joyous Christmas.
Sweets make an important
component in this part, as
many kinds of sweets are
distributed during these visits
such as Christmas cake,
Ma'moul  (semolina  dough
stuffed with nuts), delicious
biscuits,  ghraybeh, and
others, in addition to wine and
liquors.

On this special day, we return
to our truest human values
remembering the people we
love and care for most, and
seek to help our brothers and
sisters in need. Therefore, a
lot of people make charity
through the church or directly
to some needy families or to
associations of children and
elderly.

In the evening people tour the
city to watch the Christmas
tree in Manger Square and
the streets that are decorated
with dazzling lights and
fabulous ornaments, or they
make an activity of their own.
But in the end, they return to
their homes with their hearts
filled with joy, thankfulness,
and renewed hope for a
better tomorrow.




At about midnight a mass is
held in St. Catherine Church
headed by his beatitude,
the Patriarch, and attended
by the President, many
officials from the Palestinian
government, some guests
from Arab countries and
many consuls from Europe
and other Catholic countries.
Christmas is a celebration of
faith, family, friends, food and
fun.

All over the world, Christmas
is considered a special feast,
but in Bethlehem it has a

deep and a resonating
message for it has a spiritual
and a holy significance for
every Bethlehemite being
born in and living in the town
that witnessed the birth of the
prince of Peace, bringing love,
forgiveness and peace to the
whole humanity. This vyear,
while we face the spreading
of the Corona pandemic, we
feel the essence of the feast,
returning to ourselves, caring
for each other, and believing
that our merriment stems
from the safeness of our
beloved ones.

fihe! witilicEs=medadning % of
Christmas has strengthened
the power of togetherness

and unity among family and

friends. Every  Palestinian
family ~ gather  cheerfully
to set up their Christmas
tree, decorating it by the
SO many gorgeous and
glittering ornaments and
colorful lights. Children wait
Santa’s visit to their house
with joy, cheerfulness and
excitement, while others wait
the morning to come to find
their present under the tree,
exchanging congratulations
and wishing each other a
joyous Christmas, and making
unforgettable memories with
their families and beloved
ones.

Everyone awaits impatiently
the special Christmas
lunch  that Bethlehemite
mothers proudly prepare
from Bethlehem’s authentic
tradition, presenting a variety
that pleases all tastes, such
as turkey, roasted meat and
chicken, meat loaves, gidreh,
kubbeh and many other
delicacies and sweets.

In Palestine and especially
in  Bethlehem, Christmas
day becomes a day of love
and a time when extended
family members visit each
other to exchange wishes of a



Christmas in Bethlehem: Traditions and

Customs
Sami Al Sayeh

Christmas season usually
starts in Bethlehem on the first
Saturday of December after
lighting the Christmas tree in
the Nativity Square, with the
presence of a representative
from the Palestinian Authority,
usually the prime minister,
clergymen from the different
sects, dignitaries of the citizens
of Bethlehem and a large
number of Bethlehemites and
thousands of tourists.

Manger square is illuminated
by thousands of colorful
and marvelous lights, music
is played, choirs chant all
kinds of hymns awith angelic
voices, and Christmas plays
are performed by local and
foreign groups. Rejoice is felt
all over the place.

On the 24th of December,
people from different parts
of the governorate, from all
over Palestine and from all

over the world are packed
in the streets of Bethlehem.
The press are spread all over
the square and the streets to
document the event of the
entrance of his beatitude the
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
to Bethlehem with tens of
scout groups preceding his
procession that is escorted by
numerous of celebrators from
Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

Amidst people’s cheering and
applauding, scouts’ bagpipers
play all kinds of national,
religious and popular songs in
a march that lasts for about
two hours until his beatitude
the Patriarch reaches Manger
Square where he is received
by the Mayor of Bethlehem, the
Governor of Bethlehem, Chief
of Police, and the Superior
of St. Catherine Monastery
according to the Status Quo,
in addition to a number of
officials, many dignitaries,
thousands of celebrators
fromm Palestine, thousands of
tourists, and many members
of the press local and foreign.
Later on the Christmas Eve,
a luxurious dinner party
is prepared at the Casa
Nova hotel attended by the
president of Palestine, the
Mayor of Bethlehem, some
clergymen and officials from
the Government and from
Bethlehem.



heart that overwhelms the
sad heart and makes it fresh,
beautiful and glorious. Great
joy is not as what the world
gives, but it is real joy that
detonates the springs of the
heart that have dried up, and
heals the soul that is thirsty,
quenches the thirst of the
heart with water that springs
eternal life.

So let us on this Christmas to
make it a feast of love and
tolerance away from hatred
and repugnance, a feast of
giving and humility away
from egoism and arrogance.
In order for Jesus Christ to be
reborn inside us, inside our
houses and our world. This is
the true Christmas that Jesus
Christ is waiting from us.

From the heart of the city of
Bethlehem, from the cradle of
the Lord Christ, Glory be to him,
and from the Manger in which
the Word was embodied,
and from Palestine we say to
everyone, do not be afraid, do
not allow fear to restraint your
minds, hearts and hands,
but be witnesses of life in the
world of death, advocates
of hope amid despair and
makers of justice and peace
in a time of oppression.

Merry Christmas!




The Spirit of Christmas in Bethlehem

Father Economus Issa Mikhael Thaljieh

L

“And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold,
| bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

For hundreds of vyears,
Christmas used to visit the
city of Bethlehem every year,
and at the appointed time,
we used to see the city is
getting prepared to receive
its dear guest. The flags are
raised, lights are lit, trees
are set, and the roads are
decorated. The closer the
arrival hour of the guest, the
more crowded the streets of
the city have become with
residents, visitors and tourists.
This is Christmas as we used
to see every year, but this year
it will come in a different way,
with a global pandemic, fear,
pain and distress that hangs
over our people.

Confusion began to flow in
our hearts, anxiety and fear

occupying our  thoughts,
a strange silence haunts
Bethlehem, it is not the silence
of the grotto but the silence of
disease, fear, injustice, pride
and persecution.

We may not be able to
celebrate this year on
Christmas as usual, but on this
day we can only remember
the Infant of the Grotto of the
Nativity. We must remember
him because in his birth day
we have comfort, and in his
memory we have hope and
faith. Jesus Christ was born in
Bethlehem, and his star was
lit, announcing the birth of a
new king, whose name would
be Wonderful, Counseling,
Mighty God, Eternal Father,
and King of Peace.

Do not be afraid, do not let fear
live in your hearts and control
your minds, your actions and
deter you from carrying out
your mission. Do not be afraid,
so there is no fear in love, but
love expels fear to the outside.
Do not be afraid of tomorrow,
because tomorrow will take
care for itself and because
Christ will remain himself, it is
yesterday, today and forever.
The angels bring us great
joy, a great joy that frees the
soul from its fear, true joy that
is more meaningful than a
tree, ornament, gift and new
clothes, but the joy of the



Monday 4 January 2021

10:00 Christmas cookies workshop for children, organized
by Bethlehem Municipality in cooperation with Zaki
Bakery as part of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities
2020. Participation is only by registration. Please call at
(2766677). Bethlehem Peace Center.

Tuesday 5 January 2021

1M:30 Reception of the Very Rev. Francesco Patton, O.F.M, the
Custos of the Holy Land on the Feast of Epiphany. Manger
Square.

Wednesday 6 January 2021

08:30 The Reception of His Eminence Archbishop Gabriel
Dahho, the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchal Vicar. Manger
Square.

09:30 The Reception of His Eminence Metropolitan Anba
Antonious, Coptic Orthodox Bishop. Manger Square.

10:00 The Epiphany Mass. Saint Catherine Church.

11:00 The Reception of His Beatitude Theophilos Ill Greek
Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem. Manger Square.

12:00 Christmas Carols organized by Bethlehem Municipality
as part of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities 2020. Manger
Square.

14:45 The Reception of His Grace Abund Enbakom, Archbishop
of Ethiopian Orthodox Church in Holy Land. Manger Square.

23:30 The Greek Orthodox Christmas mass. Church of the Nativity.

Monday 11 January 2021

16:30 Bethlehem: City of Great Joy and Capital of Arab Culture
book launching by the historian Dr. Qustandi Shomali,
organized by Bethlehem Municipality as part of Bethlehem
Christmas Festivities 2020. Bethlehem Peace Center.

Monday 18 January 2021

1M:00 The Reception of His Beatitude Archbishop Nourhan
Manougian, the Armenian Orthodox Patriarch of
Jerusalem. Manger Square.



Wednesday 23 December

10:00

Christmas Cookies Workshop: is a children activity
organized by Bethlehem Municipality as part of
Bethlehem Christmas Festivities 2020. Participation is
only by registration. Please call at (2766677). Bethlehem
Peace Center.

Thursday 24 December

11:00

13:00

18:00
22:00

23:45

Scout parades celebrate Christmas prior to the entrance
into Bethlehem of His Beatitude Pierbattista Pizzaballg,
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem. Star Street to Manger Square.

Reception of His Beatitude Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin
Patriarch of Jerusalem. Manger Square.

Christmas Eve with choirs and Christmas carols
to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, Jesus
Christ. Organized by Bethlehem Municipality as part of
Bethlehem Christmas Festivities 2020. Live broadcast via
Bethlehem Municipality social media channels.

The Midnight Christmas Vigil, presided by His Beatitude
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem,
followed by a procession to the Grotto of the Nativity.
Saint Catherine Church.

Friday 25 December

10:00

10:30

Christmas mass presided by His Beatitude Pierbattista
Pizzaballo, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem. Saint Catherine
Church.

Christmas mass. Christmas Lutheran Church.

Monday 28 December

16:00
18:00

Santa’'s on the way is an activity for a group of Santas
touring the city of Bethlehem and offering gifts to children
to spread the joy of Christmas. Organized by Bethlehem
Municipality as part of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities
2020.

Tuesday 29 December

17:00

Christmas and Family: a Christmas play for children
organized by Bethlehem Municipality in cooperation
with Al-Harah Theater as part of Bethlehem Christmas
Festivities 2020. Live broadcast via Bethlehem Municipality
social media channels.



Friday 18 December

15:00 Carols and Lullabie: a Christmas dialogue between
two choirs performed by the Amwaj Choir (Bethlehem,
Hebron) and Talitha Kumi Choir (Bethlehem), conducted
by Mathilde Vittu and Wolfgang Weible, with pianist
Ramzi Shomali. Organized by Amwaj Choir and Talitha
Kumi Choir. Bethlehem Convention Palace — Lobby and
Conference room.

Saturday 19 December

10:00 Opening of the 20th Annual Christmas Market offering a

19:00 yqriety of Christmas foods, products and artworks, and
featuring various Christmas and musical performances
and several children activities. Organized by Bethlehem
Municipality as part of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities
2020. Manger Square.

Sunday 20 December

10:00 The second day of the 20th Annual Christmas Market

19:00 offering a variety of Christmas foods, products and
artworks, and featuring various children activities,
musical shows and others. Organized by Bethlehem
Municipality as part of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities
2020. Manger Square.

Monday 21 December

Visits from the youth council of Bethlehem to children with
special needs to spread the joy and spirit of Christmas.

Tuesday 22 December

16:00 The MagicalBellis a Christmas play for children organized
by Bethlehem Municipality in cooperation with Al-Harah

17:30 Theater as part of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities 2020.
Live broadcast via Bethlehem Municipality social media
channels.

Christmas event for children with Santa Clause and the
clowns, organized by Bethlehem Municipality as part
of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities 2020. Participation
is only by registration. Please call at (0592911535). Mary
Doty Children’'s Park.



Christmas Program
Saturday 28 November

1:30 Reception of the Very Rev. Francesco Patton, O.F.M, the
Custos of the Holy Land on the Feast of St. Catherine.
Manger Square.

Thursday 3 December

1M:00 Press conference to announce the Christmas message
of Bethlehem, organized by Bethlehem Municipality.
Vienna Hall- Bethlehem Municipality.

1M:45 Opening of Night Shots from Bethlehem Sky, an exhibition
by the photographer Jimmy Michael, organized as part
of Bethlehem Christmas Festivities 2020. Bethlehem
Municipality.

Thursday 3 December — Monday 7 December

Bethlehem Cultural Festival 2020: is a virtual celebration of
Bethlehem’s rich and diverse cultural scene through music,
film, cookery, dance, and discussion, offering a variety of over
30 online events to honor Bethlehem and its cultural actors.
Organized by festival administration in partnership with
Alrowwad Arts & Cultural Society, Al-Harah Theatre and Amwaj
Choir. For registration and live stresaming, visit https://www.
bethlehemculturalfestival.com/.

Saturday 5 December

18:00 Bethlehem Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. Organized

19:00 py Bethlehem Municipality under the Patronage of HE.
President Mahmoud Abbas President of Palestine. Live
broadcast via Bethlehem Municipality social media
channels and press.

Sunday 13 December

09:00 Sound from Palestine: an online fundraising concert

22:00 organized by House of Hope Palestine for the blind and
children with special needs, featuring Manar Wahhab
singer and songwriter, and William Vosgueritchian
classical musician, oud master. All donations will
benefit the young students of House of Hope Vision
School. Broadcast via https://www.facebook.com/
houseofhopepalestine/.



Christmas is the Light of Life
“Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward men”

Reality is constantly changing and every era in life has its own
characteristics and challenges. Yet, humans always remain at
the center of life on earth, and their choices remain the path
they carve for themselves.

Some live optimistically and positively, loving life and serving
humanity and community in confidence and determination.
Others carry egoism, selfishness and evil in their souls, behaving
in a way that harms life and destroys nature which protects our
existence and our life on this planet.

Based on our vision for a better future, we envisaged that we
should sound the alarm and say that humanity is at a cross
road; either we accept what God have intended for us, and go
back to our roots, our faith, and our piety and submission to his
will, so we have to reconstruct our relations on righteous basis
and virtuous behavior to enhance our respect to our humanity,
and to our living together without discrimination, for God
created man in his own image in order to constantly worship
and thank him in good and bad, weal and woe. Or we can rebel
on his will and commandments and proceed in our enticement,
and be excessive in our sins, and hence become a mattock of
destruction instead of a tool for construction.

Christmas comes this year at a time when the whole world is
suffering from the spread of the Corona pandemic (COVID-19),
which endangers human life, and causes great suffering and loss
to the people of the world. The virus did not distinguish between
the rich and the poor, the strong and the weak. Suffering has
prevailed over the whole world, for that we have to return to God
with faith and piety, and worship him with reverence, seeking his
mercy.

Henceforth, we have to rebuild our relationships on the principals
of justice, equality and mutual respect, in order to live together
on this earth safely and securely, with stability and prosperity,
reinstating to humanity its sublime heavenly meanings that
were embodied by the birth of the messenger of love and peace,
Jesus Chirist, Glory to his name.

Wishing everyone health and prosperity.
Merry Christmas :

i

Adv. Anton Salman
Mayor of Bethlehem
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